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Cloister Description

The cloister is located to the north of the church. The east range survives though with much
modification. Only the foundations of the north and west ranges survive (Fig 1: O and P). The
cloister garth measures 17.65m by 17.30m internally; almost a perfect square (Fig. 1: 1). Some of
the fifteenth century arcading has been reconstructed in the southeast corner of the cloister. It is
round-arched with moulded capitals and “dumbbell” piers (Stalley 1987, 157).

The east range comprises a sacristy, chapter house, two rooms of unknown function and a
latrine or reredorter. The sacristy is roofed by a pointed barrel vault and lit by an east window,
though only the embrasure now remains (Fig 1: J). In the south wall is an elaborate trefoil-
headed aumbry with a piscina. It is entered from the north transept. The chamfered jambs with
pointed stops of a limestone door remain in the west wall of the sacristy, marking the entrance
from the cloister walkway.

The chapter house is an claborate room which projects at a right angle cast of this range and
appears to be a latcr insertion (Fig 1: K). It was lit by a series of lancets in its east wall with roll
mouldings, stiff-lcaf capitals and a low, moulded and filleted stringcourse. lLater this
arrangement was replaced by a twin-cusped ogee-headed light and a lower lintelled
rectangular light. The location of the chapter house doorway in the cloister is marked by large
chamfered sandstone jambs. The doorway is not centrally placed into the room, which again
suggests that the room has been renovated.

The function of the remaining rooms of the range is uncertain (Fig 1: L). One has chamfered
jambs and pointed stops on its doorway. If its position is taken into account, it is possible to
suggest that it is the parlour. Another doorway at the north end of range gives access to a slype
or passage which connects the cloister to the outside of the abbey (Fig 1: M). Finally there is a
pointed limestone window at the end of this range. It is an internal window, looking from the
east range into the north range, and the site of the refectory. Originally it may have been a
doorway. The latrine of the monastery projects out of the northeast comer of the cloister (Fig 1: N).

The only remains of the upper floor of the east range are a series of steps between the
dormitory and the room above the sacristy. They exit through a pointed and chamfered
limestone doorway.

Discussion

Hore Abbey is unusual as a Cistercian foundation, firstly due to its proximity to a prosperous
medieval town (Collins 1995), and secondly because of the siting of the cloister to the north of
the church. In the tvpical Cistercian layout the church is sited to the north of the cloister.

Its location near the town must be due to the importance of the Rock of Cashel as an
ecclesiastical centre and the seat of an archbishop. The northern arrangement of the cloister is
more difficult to explain. Stalley suggests that at other Cistercian sites water was a primary
factor in their location. This does not seem to have been the case at Hore, however, as a stream
runs from a spring at the base of the Rock, across the plain about 100m to the north of the
abbey.

It may be possible that the cloister was built on the north side of the church out of the sight of
the town, which lies to the south, simply for privacy. It has also been stated that it was the
Benedictine Order who built Hore and so did not keep to Cistercian rules on building (Power
1938, 1). Leask maintains, however, that it is an original Cistercian structure and that the
Benedictines remained confined to the Rock itself (Leask 1960, vol. 11, 115).
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Having said this, Hore is similar in plan to many Cistercian abbeys throughout Ireland and
the Continent. Its arcading parallels that at Tintern, county Wexford and Bective, county
Meath. Hore lacks a west doorway as at Graignamanagh Abbey, county Kilkenny. The plan of
the nave, with the last bay “omitted”, is the same as that at Fontenay, France. Indeed, Stalley
believes that Hore abbey was built with IFontenay in mind. It has a distinct French influence
seen, for instance, in the pointed-barrel vaults of the sacristy and chapels, which are typically
Burgundian in style (Stalley 1987, 57, 240).

Three major construction phases can be seen at Hore. The first marks the initial construction
phase, c. 1272-80, in which the church (chancel, nave and transepts) and the cloister were built.
Phase two was undertaken in the fifteenth century, which saw the building of the tower and
probably the modification of the church and cloister roofs to accommodate it. The renovation of
the chapter-house probably took place at this time. The third phasc would have seen the church
reduced in size and social position into a parish church. This manifested itself in the addition of
a wall, forming the choir and the infilling of the nave arcading. The chancel lancets were
blocked and small traceried windows inserted.

After the dissolution, much of the abbey was leased. The western end of the nave, the south
transept and the chapter house became dwellings. The nave’s west lancet was blocked and
replaced with smaller windows. The south transept also had its windows modified. The
chapter-house had large graded lancets replaced with smaller lights. Window seats were even
added when an upper floor was inserted. Many of the rooms of the abbey had upper floors
added and numerous corbels for support are still in situ.

These physical changes, which can now be noted in the architectural record, highlight the
history of the building, and its transition from a religious function in the thirteenth century into
a secular structure in the late sixteenth century.

GLOSSARY

Alure: wall walk, usually around the outside of a roof.

Aumbry: recess in wall of church.

Chamfered: surface produced by bevelling square edge or corner equally on both sides.
Clerestorey: upper part of wall in nave of church, above arcading.

Credence: small shelf on which Eucharistic elements are placed.

Crenallated parapet: battlemented low wall, usually around roof.

Cusped: projecting point between arcs in tracery windows.

Embrasure: space in which a door or window is set.

Fenestella: small wall niche containing piscina and credence.

Garth: open space within cloister of monastery.

Lancet: high narrow pointed window.

Lierne vault: arched structure, with short ribs connecting bosses and larger ribs, producing decoration.
Messuage: dwelling house plus its outbuildings and land.

Mullion: Vertical shaft, usually of stone, dividing lights in a window-.

Ogee-headed: window with two “S” curves meeting at the top, to form head.

Oolithic: type of gritty yellowish limestone, commonly called “Dundry” from southwest Britain.
Piscina: perforated stone basin for carrying away water used in rinsing chalice, etc.

Sedilia: series of canopied seats set in the south wall of the chancel.

Soffit: underside of arch.

Spandrel: space between shoulders of arches (i.e., the curved parts).

Stringcourse: raised horizontal band or moulding running around the wall of a room or building.
Transom: horizontal beam across a window.

Voussoir: each of the wedge-shaped stones forming an arch.
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